
DRAFT STA N D A R D S

I n t ro d u c t i o n
The furnished historic interior is an important and distinct cultural re s o u rce made up of the com-

bination of fabric, features, finishes, furnishings, and room arrangement presented within a historic con-
text. Together these elements convey significant and unique information about historical occupancy and
use. 

The Secre t a ry of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Pro p e rt i e s have typically been
applied to one historic re s o u rce or a variety of historic re s o u rce types, including; a single building; a
complex of buildings such as a house, garage and barn; a site, with a designed landscape, natural fea-
t u res, and archeological components; stru c t u res such as a system of roadways and paths or a bridge;
and objects such as fountains and statuary. 

Although the S e c re t a ry ’s Standard s could be applied to furnished historic interiors, they do not
specifically address the ensemble as a whole. Unfort u n a t e l y, no other guidance with the weight or pro-
fessional recognition of the S e c re t a ry ’s Standard s exists for the evaluation and pre s e rvation of the fur-
nished historic interior. As a result, original fabric, features, finishes, furnishings, and room arr a n g e m e n t
a re often ignored, dispersed, or destroyed during the architectural evaluation and treatment process. 

The need for a coherent pre s e rvation philosophy that recognizes the significance of furnished his-
toric interiors led the Mid-Atlantic Association of Museums’ Historic Site Administrators Committee
(HSA) to develop these draft standards. They draw heavily on the S e c re t a ry ’s Standards with the hope
that the commonly accepted pre s e rvation philosophy and language used for historic pro p e rties will be
adopted for furnished historic interiors. Using these guidelines, pre s e rvationists and historic site man-
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In June 1994, a Focus Group of over 40 museum
p rofessionals met to draft standards and tre a t m e n t
options for historic furnished interiors based upon schol-
arship, sound planning, and with a commitment to cul-
tural re s o u rce stewardship. The meeting, held at the
National Trust pro p e rty Clivden, was sponsored by the
Historic Site Administrators Committee (HSA) of the
Mid-Atlantic Association of Museums (MAAM), and was
hosted by the National Trust for Historic Pre s e rv a t i o n
and the National Park Serv i c e ’s Northeast Museum
S e rvices Center. The resulting draft standards pre s e n t e d
h e re were modeled after The Secre t a ry of the Interior’s
S t a n d a rds for the Treatment of Historic Pro p e rt i e s , in an
e ff o rt to provide the same level of nationally-re c o g n i z e d
s t a n d a rds for furnished interiors as has long existed for
historic stru c t u res. 

This eff o rt is still very much a work in pro g ress and
HSA welcomes your comments and suggestions. Future
plans include: 

• Continued dissemination of the draft stan-
dards to other museum professionals through
other meetings and publications;

• Development of a decision-making process
flow chart;

• Solicitation of NPS support for further refine-
ment of the draft standards; 

• Preparation of specific guidelines for “recom-
mended” and “not recommended” application
of treatments, similar to the Secretary of the
Interior’s Guidelines for Rehabilitating Historic
Buildings, possibly using the format of
Interpreting the Secretary of the Interior’s
Standards for Rehabilitation, which provides
case studies and illustrations. 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Nancy H. Waters is the Supervisory Staff Curator at the
Northeast Museum Services Center in Boston. Currently, she
assists parks in assessing and revising existing HFRs.
Nancy can be contacted at the NMSC, National Park
Service, Charlestown Navy Yard, Building I, Charlestown,
MA 02129-4543, 617-242-5613, Fax 617-242-5686. 

The Draft Standards were prepared with assistance from
members of the Historic Sites Administrators Committee of
the Mid-Atlantic Association of Museums. Contributors were
Michael Henderson, Martin Van Buren NHS; John Lovell,
New York State Bureau of Historic Sites; John Maounis,
NPS Northeast Museum Services Center; Melodye Moore,
Mills Mansion State Historic Site; and Nancy Waters. 
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agers will promote the protection and pre s e rvation of an important, and too often ignored cultural
re s o u rce type.

Tre a t m e n t s
T h e re are Standards for four distinct, but interrelated, approaches to the treatment of furn i s h e d

historic interiors: Pre s e rvation, Restoration, Reconstruction, and Rehabilitation.
P re s e rv a t i o n focuses on the maintenance and repair of existing historic materials and retention of

an interior’s form as it has evolved over time.
R e s t o r a t i o n is undertaken to depict an interior at a particular period of time in its history, while

removing evidence of other periods.
R e c o n s t ru c t i o n re c reates vanished or non-surviving interiors for interpretive purposes.
Rehabilitation acknowledges the need to alter or add to a historic interior to meet continuing or

changing uses while retaining the interior’s historic character.
Choosing an appropriate treatment for a furnished historic interior, whether pre s e rvation, re h a b i l i-

tation, restoration or re c o n s t ruction is critical and must be carefully considered. Because of the com-
plexity and the variable elements within a furnished historic interior, few will fall exclusively within one
definition. The decision making process must there f o re evaluate the pro p e rt y ’s historical significance, its
physical condition and integrity, its proposed use, and its intended interpretation. Site specific docu-
mentation and physical evidence should always take precedence in selecting a treatment option. 

General Standards Adapted for the Treatment of Furnished Historic Interiors [1]
( 1 ) The use of historic interiors shall maximize the pre s e rvation of fabric, features, finishes, furn i s h-

ings, and room arrangement. These interiors shall interpret historic uses where possible or be
placed in new uses that maximizes the pre s e rvation of historic fabric, features, finishes, furn i s h-
ings, and room arr a n g e m e n t .

( 2 ) Distinctive qualities or character of a historic interior shall not be destroyed. The removal or alter-
ation of historic material or distinctive features shall be avoided. If removal or alteration is
unavoidable, reversibility and thorough documentation are re q u i re d .

( 3 ) Historic furnished interiors shall be recognized as products of their complete history. Intern a l l y
logical and consistent treatment decisions must be substantiated by documentary and physical
evidence. Alterations without a historic basis shall be discouraged.

( 4 ) Changes over time are evidence of the history and development of a historic interior. These
changes may have acquired significance in their own right and this significance shall be re c o g-
nized and re s p e c t e d .

( 5 ) The distinctive materials, construction techniques, and examples of craftsmanship that character-
ize a furnished interior shall be pre s e rv e d .

( 6 ) Deteriorated fabric, features, finishes, and furnishings shall be re p a i red rather than re p l a c e d .
W h e re the severity of deterioration re q u i res replacement, the new fabric, features, finishes, and
f u rnishings shall match that which is being replaced in design, color, texture and, where possible,
materials. Replacement shall be substantiated by documentary and physical evidence and pro p-
erly re c o rd e d .
In instances where fabric, features, finishes, and furnishings are placed at risk or subject to con-
sumptive use, appropriate action shall be taken to ensure their pre s e rv a t i o n .

( 7 ) P rofessionally accepted standards for the pre s e rvation (e.g. conservation, preventive mainte-
nance, and housekeeping) of fabric, features, finishes and furnishings must be applied.
Treatments that cause damage to historic materials shall not be used. Care must be taken to pro-
vide an environment that balances the needs of the stru c t u re and furn i s h i n g s .

PR E S E RVAT I O N
is defined as the act or process of applying measures necessary to sustain the existing character,

i n t e g r i t y, and materials of a furnished historic interior including the fabric, features, finishes, furn i s h i n g ,
and room arrangement. Work, including pre l i m i n a ry measures to protect and stabilize the pro p e rt y, gener-
ally focuses upon the ongoing maintenance and repair of historic materials rather than extensive re p l a c e-
ment and new construction. As it becomes necessary to protect fragile materials (e.g. textiles, paper, etc.)
accurate, documented replacements will be used.

P re s e rvation should be considered as the pre f e rred treatment when:
• The historic interior’s distinctive fabric, features, finishes, furnishings, and room arrange-

ment are essentially intact and thus convey the historic significance without extensive
replacement;

• a continuing or new use does not require additions or extensive alteration.
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Prior to undertaking work, a documentation plan for pre s e rvation should be developed.
S t a n d a rds for Pre s e rv a t i o n :

1 . A furnished historic interior shall be used as it was historically, or be given a new use that maxi-
mizes the retention of distinctive materials, features, spaces, and spatial relationships. Where a
t reatment and use have not been identified, an interior shall be documented and protected, and, if
n e c e s s a ry, stabilized until additional work may be undert a k e n .

2 . The historic character of an interior shall be retained and pre s e rved. The replacement of intact or
repairable historic materials or alteration of features, spaces, and spatial relationships that charac-
terize a furnished interior shall be avoided.

3 . Each furnished historic interior shall be recognized as a physical re c o rd of its time, place, and use.
Work needed to stabilize, consolidate, and conserve existing historic materials and features shall
be physically and visually compatible, identifiable upon close inspection, and properly docu-
mented for future re s e a rc h .

4 . Changes to an interior that have acquired historic significance in their own right shall be re t a i n e d
and pre s e rv e d .

5 . Distinctive materials, features, finishes, and construction techniques or examples of craftsmanship
that characterize a furnished historic interior shall be pre s e rv e d .

6 . The existing conditions of historic elements shall be evaluated to determine the appropriate level of
i n t e rvention needed. Where the severity of deterioration re q u i res repair or limited replacement of a
distinctive element, the new material shall match the old in composition, design, color, and texture .

7 . Chemical or physical treatments, if appropriate, shall be undertaken using the gentlest means pos-
sible. Treatment that causes damage to historic materials shall not be used. 

RE S T O R AT I O N
is defined as the act or process of accurately presenting the character, integrity, and materials of a fur-

nished historic interior as it appeared at a particular period of time by the removal of fabric, features, fin-
ishes, furnishings, and room arrangement from later periods in its history, and the re c o n s t ruction and
replacement of missing elements from the restoration period. 

Restoration should be considered as the pre f e rred treatment when:
•There is substantial physical and documentary evidence for the work;
•a particular time in the history of an interior is of unusual, architectural, and/or historical sig-

nificance; when a substantial portion of original fabric, features, finishes, furnishings, and
evidence of room arrangement survive for a given period;

•the loss of extant materials and finishes that characterize other periods would be minimal.
Prior to undertaking work, a particular period of time, i.e., the restoration period, should be

selected and justified, and a documentation plan for restoration developed.
S t a n d a rds for Restora t i o n :

1 . A historic interior must reflect its use during a selected restoration period.
2 . The historic character of a furnished interior shall be retained and pre s e rved. The replacement of

intact or repairable historic materials or alteration of features, spaces, and spatial relationships that
characterize a furnished historic interior shall be avoided.

3 . Each furnished historic interior shall be recognized as a physical re c o rd of its time, place, and use.
Work needed to stabilize, consolidate, and conserve existing historic materials and features shall
be physically and visually compatible, identifiable upon close inspection, and properly docu-
mented for future re s e a rc h .

4 . Fabric, features, finishes, furnishings, and evidence of room arrangement that characterize other
historical periods shall be documented prior to their alteration or removal, and retained whenever
p o s s i b l e .

5 . Distinctive materials, features, finishes, and construction techniques or examples of craftsmanship
that characterize the restoration period shall be pre s e rved. Distinctive materials, features, finishes,
and construction techniques or examples of craftsmanship that characterize other historical peri-
ods shall be pre s e rved whenever possible, and documented prior to their alteration or removal. 

6 . Deteriorated elements from the restoration period shall be re p a i red rather than replaced. Where
the severity of deterioration re q u i res replacement of a distinctive element, the new element shall
match the old in composition, design, color, texture, and, where possible, materials. 

7 . Replacement of missing elements from the restoration period shall be substantiated by documen-
t a ry and physical evidence. A false sense of history shall not be created by adding conjectural ele-
ments, elements from other interiors, or by combining elements that never existed together
h i s t o r i c a l l y.
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8 . Chemical or physical treatments, if appropriate, shall be undertaken using the gentlest means pos-
sible. Treatment that causes damage to historic materials shall not be used. 

9 . Decorative schemes and designs that were never executed historically shall not be implemented.
RE C O N S T R U C T I O N

is defined as the act or process of assembling and replicating missing fabric, features, finishes, fur-
nishings, and room arrangement to serve the purpose of depicting a furnished historic interior during a spe-
cific period of time. A re c o n s t ruction may be site specific or re p re s e n t a t i v e .

Reconstruction should be considered as the pre fe r red treatment when:
• The depiction of missing components is required to understand and interpret a furnished

interior of historical significance;
• there is enough site specific or generic historical documentation to ensure accurate depic-

tion.
Prior to undertaking work a documentation plan for re c o n s t ruction should be developed.
S t a n d a rds for Reconstruction:

1 . R e c o n s t ruction shall be used to depict vanished or non-surviving portions of a furnished historic
interior when documentary and physical evidence is available to permit accurate re c o n s t ru c t i o n
with minimal conjecture, and such re c o n s t ruction is essential to the public understanding of the
historic interior.

2 . R e c o n s t ruction of a furnished historic interior shall be preceded by thorough re s e a rch that identi-
fies and evaluates those elements that are essential to an accurate re c o n s t ru c t i o n .

3 . R e c o n s t ruction shall include measures to pre s e rve any remaining historic materials, features, and
spatial re l a t i o n s h i p s .

4 . R e c o n s t ruction shall be based on the accurate duplication of historic elements substantiated by
d o c u m e n t a ry or physical evidence rather than on conjectural designs or the availability of diff e re n t
elements from other historic interiors. A re c o n s t ructed furnished interior shall re - c reate the appear-
ance of the non-surviving historic elements in materials, design, color, and texture .

5 . A re c o n s t ruction shall be clearly identified as a contemporary re - c re a t i o n .
6 . Decorative schemes and designs that were never executed historically shall not be implemented.

RE H A B I L I TAT I O N
is defined as the adaptive reuse of an interior for purposes other than as a furnished historic interior,

while pre s e rving those portions or features which convey its historical, cultural, or architectural values. 
Rehabilitation should be considered as the pre fe r red treatment when:
• Substantial repair and replacement of deteriorated and or missing fabric, features, finishes,

furnishings are necessary;
• alterations or additions to the furnished historic interior are planned for a new or continued

use;
• the presentation of a furnished historic interior is not appropriate, feasible, advisable, or

documentable.
Prior to undertaking work, a documentation plan for rehabilitation should be developed. 
S t a n d a rds for Rehabilitation:

1 . A furnished historic interior shall be used as it was historically, or be given a new use that re q u i re s
minimal change to its distinctive materials, features, spaces and spatial relationships. 

2 . The historic character of an interior shall be retained and pre s e rved. The removal of distinctive
materials or alteration of features, spaces, and spatial relationships that characterize a furn i s h e d
interior shall be avoided.

3 . Each furnished historic interior shall be recognized as a physical re c o rd of its time, place, and use.
Adaptive reuse that creates a false sense of historical development, such as adding conjectural fea-
t u res or elements from other historic interiors shall not be undert a k e n .

4 . Changes to an interior that have acquired historic significance in their own right shall be re t a i n e d
and pre s e rv e d .

5 . Distinctive materials, features, finishes, and construction techniques or examples of craftsmanship
that characterize a furnished historic interior shall be pre s e rv e d .

6 . Deteriorated historic elements shall be re p a i red rather than replaced. Where the severity of deteri-
oration re q u i res replacement of a distinctive element, the new element shall match the old in com-
position, design, color, texture, and, where possible, materials. Replacement of missing elements
shall be substantiated by documentary and physical evidence.

7 . Chemical or physical treatments, if appropriate, shall be undertaken using the gentlest means pos-
sible. Treatment that causes damage to historic materials shall not be used. 


